
Sixth Grade Quarter 1 

Language Standards 
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6 L 3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/
listener interest, and style.* 
b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.*

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Students use knowledge of language and its conventions and vary 
sentence patterns for meaning, interest, and style. 
Sentence fluency addresses the rhythm and flow of language. 
Sentences are strong and varied in structure and length. 
Students create sentences that flow together and sound natural when 
read aloud. 

Students vary sentence beginnings, lengths, and patterns to enhance 
the flow of the writing. 
Students use effective and natural dialogue when appropriate. 
Students maintain consistency in style and tone in writing and speaking. 

Oral Presentation 
Grade 6 Unit 4 
Choose a story from The People Could Fly by Virginia Hamilton and Leo 
and Diane Dillon to read, summarize, and present to the class. Part of 
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the presentation should include the meaning of the story, the qualities 
of the courageous character, and how the dialect affects the story.  
(L.6.3, L.6.1, SL.6.6) 

6 L 4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
c. Consult reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Students will determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words or phrases by using a range of strategies. These 
strategies include, but are not limited to using context clues, using 
Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to determine the meaning of a 
word, (e.g., auto-, -ist, micro-, mono-), consulting general and 
specialized reference materials, verifying the meaning of words by 
referencing appropriate sources. 

Word Study 
Grade 6 Unit 4 
Keep an index card file of words studied while reading about 
courageous characters. Keeping the words on index cards will help you 
when we sort words by prefix, suffix, root words, meaning, country of 
origin, spelling feature, etc. Focus on words that help describe the overt 
and quiet courageousness of characters and historical figures. (e.g., 
bravery, conviction, oppression) Note: This will be an ongoing activity 
all year long.  
(RI.6.4, RL.6.4, L.6.4) 
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6 L 5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
personification) in context. 
b. Use the relationship between particular
words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) to better understand each of 
the words. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Students understand that a figure of speech is language used in a non-
literal way. 

Students understand that words and/or groups of words have 
relationships that can assist in comprehension, acquisition, and usage. 

Students understand that associating words that have similar 
definitions can aid in comprehension, acquisition, and usage. 
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c. Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, 
scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty) 

 
Dramatization/Fluency 
Grade 6 Unit 4 
Choose an emotional passage from a story that exemplifies a 
character’s courageousness. Work with classmates to present it as a 
dramatic reading. After the reading, ask your classmates to point out 
language that enhanced meaning, conveyed style, and helped achieve a 
feeling of strong emotion.  
(SL.6.6, RL.6.4, L.6.5) 

6 L 6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important 
to comprehension or expression 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Students use grade appropriate words and phrases. Words are chosen 
thoughtfully, lending to use in a variety of academic contexts (e.g., 
analyze, grimace, multitude, etc).  

Students use grade appropriate words and phrases that are domain-
specific. These words enhance understanding of content knowledge of 
a particular subject (e.g., mummification, haiku, igneous, etc.). 
Students apply vocabulary knowledge when considering the meaning of 
a word of phrase (e.g., knowledge of Greek and Latin roots and affixes, 
context clues, part of speech, use in sentence, etc.). 

Reflective Multimedia Presentation 
Grade 6 Unit 6 
Create an informative/explanatory multimedia presentation in which 
you respond to the question, “How do literature and informational text 
reveal why people (your choice)?” Cite specific details from your 
research, such as videos or interviews with people. Compare the 
information from primary source documents with the secondary 
sources (biographies) read. Use a variety of words (from Word Study) 
learned and studied throughout the year. Work with peers to revise, 
edit, and present your research in a multimedia format to the class.  
(RI.6.7, W.6.2, SL.6.5, L.6.3, L.6.6, W.6.6, W.6.8, W.6.10, RL.6.10, 
RI.6.10) 
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